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held it to be the essence of religion, that the paramount
duty of man upon earth is to amend himself: but all
except monkish quietists have annexed to this in their
inmost minds (though seldom willing to enunciate
the obligation with the same clearness) the additional
religious duty of amending the world, and not solely
the human part of it but the material; the order of
physical nature.

In considering this subject it is necessary to divest
ourselves of certain preconceptions which may justly
be called natural prejudices, being grounded on
feelings which, in themselves natural and inevitable,,
intrude into matters with which they ought to have
no concern.. One of these feelings is the astonishment.,
rising into awe, which is inspired (even independently
of all religious sentiment) by any of the greater
natural phenomena. A hurricane; a mountain pre-
cipice i the desert; the ocean, either agitated or at
rest; the solar system, and the great cosmic forces
which hold it together; the boundless firmament,
and to an educated mind any single star; excite
feelings which make all human enterprises and powers
appear so insignificant, that to a mind thus occupied
it seems insufferable presumption in. so puny a
creature as man to look critically on things so far
above him, or dare to measure himself against the
grandeur of the universe. But a little interrogation
of our own consciousness will suffice to convince usa